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Houston, Taylor 

From: Allison_Arnold@fws.gov

Sent: Monday, October 02, 2006 9:08 AM

To: Houston, Taylor

Subject: Camp Stanley INRMP
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Hi Taylor,  
 
Please see my responses below in blue.  
 
Just call if you would like to discuss.  
 
Have a good one.  
 
Thanks  
 
Allison Arnold 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Austin Ecological Services Field Office 
10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200 
Austin, Texas 78758-4460 
Phone:  (512) 490-0057 x 242 
Fax:  (512) 490-0974  
 
Hello Allison,  
 
I hope all is well on your end.  I wanted to confirm/discuss with you the  
CSSA INRMP revisions before we send you the "draft final."  
 
Revised language for ESA (Subsection 2.8.4) -  
Replace:  
"The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 and AR 200-3 require the Army to  
protect animal and plant species that are federally listed as endangered  
or threatened.  The ESA specifically requires agencies not to "take" or  
"jeopardize" the continued existence of any listed species, or to destroy  
or adversely modify habitat critical to any listed species.  In addition,  
Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) maintains a list of state endangered and  
threatened species.  
 
With:  
 
"The Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973 provides broad protection for  
species of fish, wildlife and plants that are listed as threatened or  
endangered in the U.S. or elsewhere. Provisions are made for listing  
species, as well as for recovery plans and the designation of critical  
habitat for listed species. The ESA outlines procedures for federal  
agencies to follow when taking actions that may jeopardize affect listed species,  
and contains exceptions and exemptions for take. Section 7 of the ESA requires that all 
federal agencies  
consult with the Service to ensure that the actions authorized, funded, or carried out by such agencies do 



not  
jeopardize the continued existence of any threatened or endangered species or adversely modify or 
destroy  
critical habitat of such species.  AR 200-3 further implements ESA protections on Army 
lands.  
In addition, Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD)maintains a list of state endangered 
and  
threatened species."  
 
Consideration of steam/hot water treatment probe for RIFA treatment  
This would integrate nicely into Section 5.2.3 - Nuisance Wildlife  
Management and Project 5G - RIFA Control.  Mound density in karst buffer  
zones may justify (1) purchase of a unit or (2) contracting with private  
providers.  
 
Modifying burn unit map (Figure 4.1) -  
Carl Schwope (USFWS BCNWR Fire Management Officer) has suggested grouping  
some of the proposed burn units into larger and fewer units as a cost  
saving measure.  He has also indicated that a 3-year rotation and summer  
burns for a few of the units would be appropriate.  I believe this  
increased specificity would make a better document, but summer burns would  
need to be considered in the BO.  
 
Inclusion of  "shaded fuel breaks" along perimeter of CSSA in GCWA habitat  
areas.  
Carl Schwope  has suggested the use of shaded fuel breaks in areas along  
the perimeter that coincide with GCWA habitat.  This was included as part  
of the intra-service consultation for the refuge, I believe.  There is  
approximately 4 miles of fenceline that may be eligible for this type of  
fuel break.  Fuel breaks are somewhat a high priority for CSSA, and would  
meet military mission goals (protection & security), having them shaded I  
believe would lessen the impact significantly in habitat areas.  
 
Inclusion of a Subsection entitled "Military Mission Impacts on the Local  
Environment"  
This subsection would be included in Section 2- Installation Mission and  
Environmental Setting, and could summarize the various Environmental  
Assessments at CSSA to date.  I like this subsection for 2 reasons: (1) as  
CSSA environmental documents are produced, the summaries can be included  
in periodic updates to the INRMP, and (2) this would [possibly] satisfy  
the requirements for a Programmatic BO, if CSSA chooses to go that route.    
It may serve to aid the programmatic BO if CSSA decides to go for that at  
a later date. This section should include a summary of foreseeable actions  
in the future, which may assist with the formulation of the ITS on your  
end.  You had indicated in an earlier email that the INRMP does not  
address day-to-day operations at CSSA, only the natural resource  
management side.  My question to you is would a subsection as described  
like this be sufficient?  Yes, it would help for sure.  Be sure that this 
subsection  
is specific enough to determine what take, if any, may occur as a result of the  
action.  This way, we can add up all of the anticipated take and provide a  
programmatic form of take for an extended period of time for all of those actions, 
so long  
as the sum of take does not cause jeopardy.  
 
If there are additional comments you have on the INRMP or thoughts on the  
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other additions, please let me know.  As you indicated in your email, we  
should submit to you the draft final with the request of concurrence that  
the CSSA INRMP "may affect, but not adversely affect" listed species.  If  
you think these additions/modifications will do the trick, I will revise  
and submit with the request for concurrence letter. Make sure that CSSA does  
not anticipate take in the future.  If take is insignificant or discountable or  
wholly beneficial, then NLAA would likely apply.  But, if any take would  
or even could occur, then I would recommend a concurrence with your estimation of  
anticipated take and a request for take coverage per a BO. Thanks for your time  
and support in helping CSSA with ESA.  
 
For the road improvements project (perimeter road), I think we agreed that, as 
proposed  
with avoidance measures, this project would probably fall under a NLAA call.  I 
don't know that  
the INRMP would just yet, I just need to see the final document.  
 
Hope you have a good weekend,  
 
Taylor  
 
Taylor Houston  
Parsons  
8000 Centre Park Drive #200  
Austin, Texas 78754  
(p) 512-719-6041  (f) 512-719-6099  
CELL: 512-299-0609 
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